
  
 

 
The Eastern Water and Wastewater Network met on Tuesday, May 5, 2026, at  

9495 Hwy 305 Jackson, NC 27845.  

 

North Hampton hosted the meeting.   

 

15 members were present. 

 

Becky Turner gave a welcome.  

Roy Alons called the meeting to order. 

 

Program was Mike Smith from Hawkins.  

Mike shared about industry safety practices and needs 

 

What used to be Waterguard and AmeriChem is now Hawkins 

 

“No customer is more important than our employees” 

 

Mike discussed safety in the office, vehicle, PPE needs, and risk/awareness to bees, 

snakes, fires, ticks, and heat exhaustion. 

 

“The person in charge with safety is looking back at you” 

 

Mike said Hawkins would provide customer chemical safety training. 

 

There are industry wide issues with bottle shortages for chlorine gas. Production is scarce 

for new bottles.  

 

“Come to work pretty…Go home pretty” 

 

 

Introductions were given.   

 

• Motion was made by Brad Arnold to dispense the reading of the March, 10th 2026 

minutes, from Town of Edenton.   

• 2nd was given by Buck Pittman.   

• Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Old Business 

 

Nick, Joyce, and Brad were committee members for the EWWN scholarship. They identified two 

applicants to award the scholarship to. They are Phillip from the Town of Edenton and Walter 

from the Town of Nashville. One is new to the industry and one will be studying for their B well 

certification.  

 

 

New Business 

 

Backhoe Rodeo will be October 22 in Tarboro. 

 

NCRWA conference is from May 11-14th.  

 

 

• Becky Turner made a motion to send Buck Pittman as our representative to the NCRWA 

conference with expenses paid by EWWN 

• Brad Arnold gave a 2nd. 

• Motion carried. 

 

• Nick Lolies made a motion to amend the previous motion made by Becky to include the 
representative’s spouse. 

• Brad Arnold gave a 2nd 

• Motion carried 

 

Dues billings are coming soon (July) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
Open Discussion 

 

Nick- 

The NCRWA Conference: 

Hotels are sold out. 

167 Vendor booths / 342 currently registered 

Will have the hydrant challenge but will not be having the meter challenge.  

Skeet shooting currently has about 83 signed up.  

Opportunities for classes like Utility Management will also be offered.  

 

Dwight Lancaster is offering: 

 

 Grade 1collections class on May 14, 21, & 28 at  

3713 N. Main St., Farmville, North Carolina, 27828 

 

Combined Grade 1 & 2 Collection August 10-13 at  

301 N. Oakum St., Edenton, North Carolina, 27932 

 

Johnny Spencer shared about a rare event where pipe OD was not compatible with popular on 

the shelf couplings. This brought emphasis to the need to be prepared but also the need to 

improve communication within EWWN when representatives are unable to be reached.  

 

Meeting Places and Dates: 

June 9th -Perquimans 

July 14th - Windsor 

August 11th - TBD 

September 8th - TBD 

October 22nd - Backhoe Rodeo- Tarboro 

November- TBD 

 

The next meeting will be June 9th, 2026 and will be hosted by Perquimans Co. 

 

Treasure’s Report: Checking Account $3,451.85 / Money Market $17,685.51. Total balance is 

$21,137.36. 

 

• Motion to adjourn by Brad Arnold.   

• 2nd by Jason Nichols.   

• Motion Carried. 

Matt Wilson 

EWWN - Secretary 


